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REPORT OF THE CIVIL AFERQNAUTICS BOALD
on the
Investigation of en Accident Involving Aircraft
During a Local Prectace Flaght

Robert Ernest Hallman ond James Alizson Young werc seriously injursd
in an fceident which cccurrcd ot the Municipal Azrport, Fort Worth, Teras,
zoout 6:00 p.m. on Scptember 11, 194%. Rodh Hellran znd Young held com-
merecicl pilot certificetes with sirgic—engine land, 0-330 h.p,, .nd flight
instructor rotings, Halluen hod flown epproxametoly 1021 solo hours, d5
of which w2 n the ilype e1rplene irvolved. The acreraft, a Stinson 104,
NG 31526, owmcd by the oofense Plart Corporction, wes oxitons.vely asmaged

Hellman «nd Young toolt ofi from the Fort Worth lfunicipal Airport ebodt
6300 pum. on ¢ local pr ctice tlipght, w1t Hallmen nendling the controls.
The teke-cif w2s made 1nto a quart-ring south-so.thesst wind of 11 m.p.h.
Duraing a shallow climbing turn Lo the 1 £%, et ar oltitud. of approxametely
200 fret, the engyin: stopoed. Consiraction wrk at the airport wvas in
prograss direcetly unaer the flighl pcth ana vorkmen, wath grading cquipment,
were scatiered over the ficld. As Lhere 'wre ditcnes on both sigss and
houses aheac, the pilot altempted to 1. ach & more suit-ble londing ~rea
eact of . noewly constructed runway but vas foreed to isnd short among lare
boulders on 2 p=rt of the F1:1d under construction. Tne plane struck a2
bank at the edge of th2 runw.;r and ncsed over into zn irverted position,

Investigation rcvezled o sulficient cmount of wober an the carburcter
bowl te have caused ths cngain. to stop and no otner recson for stoppsge
wes founde The subject type circrait s provaded vvith 2 20-;allon fucl
tark 1n the right inng panel uwhich conforms to tha shepe of the wing, It
has ¢ large horizonfel arca, 1e shallow in dopth, and permits a rol-tavely
large accumulation of waler zn the lank before there 13 any evidence of
1ts prescence in the guascolator or cerhurctor, In level Slight this water
moves formrd to tne tenk oatlof sne rto the fied line,

This vype of fucl tank cin be drcin.d by unsafetying and removing a
1/8" pipe plug with « wronch. Due to the dzsign of the fuel system rnd the
attitude of uvhe awrplonc on the ground, the zceumulatior of water, from
condensztion or othor cfuscs, camnot be re-oved in any obther manner. This
unsetisfactery condition wes krought to the zttention of the Civil Aeronau-
tics Aamnaisti-iion ond thal ajoney hrs r cormendea o the manufacturcer that
a more practical type of fucl t nk drran, s.ch s a '™ eather-hcad,” be -
stalled; furthaor, that & bullctan or dircetive be icsucd to owners of the
subject type aircrail covering tlhus chengc ard recormending that the fuel
tank be drainea end chaclied for water et frequent intervals.

The probable cause of this accident mas engine stoppage, due to water
in the fucl system, following teke-off over terrain unsuitable for a safe
landing,
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